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cloud sanctify me by its showers/' prays Para^ara (sl.

82).

The Lord is fancied as a stream of nectar gratifying
the eyes of the devotees and then as the celestial garden
nandana in which Goddess Laksmi sports. The feet, hands
and the face of Ranganatha are the lotuses: His bodily
complexion stands for the Tapincba -trees and the lower
lip corresponds to the Bandhujiva -flowers (sl. 83-84).

The complexion of the Lord is comparable to the
marakata (emerald); His natural fragrance is enhanced
by the sweet-smelling exhalations of Adisesa. His
tenderness (saukumarya), personal charm {lavanya}^
youthfulness    (yuvatvam}   brilliance,    spectacular
gem-studded crown with the central Cudamani and His
beautiful face, the forehead covered by gentle locks of
hair and brilliant with the urdhvapundra - all receive
the devoted attention of our poet (sl. 85-95).

In a remarkable verse Parasara compares the dark
eye-brows of the Lord to two rows of dark bees engaged
in a gentle dance, which are celebrating their victory
over two lotuses which they have ultimately "brought
down" that is, the eyes of the Lord (sl. 96). In the
succeeding verse the poet continues to describe the Lord's
eyebrows. They must be a pair of Manmatha's sugarcane
bows fully bent because there are two flowery shafts
below. Further the Saniga-bow of the Lord which is
known for its remarkable "art of dance" must have had
its schooling under these eyebrows. The large lotus-like
eyes of the Lord which are full of compassion make
one feel that all parts of the Lord's body are constituted
of only one sense-organ, namely the eye. Cool with
compassion and slightly red and white in tinge, the eyes
of the Lord excel the sapliara-fish in their Hashful glitter.